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WASHINGTON.  O.C.  20310 


DAAC-PAP-A  (M)  (1  Nov  71)  DAFD-OTT  16  November  1971 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Reports  -  Lessons  Learned,  Cavalry  Units  -  3d 

Sqdn,  17th  Cav;  1st  Sqdn,  9th  Cav;  and  7th  Sqdn,  1st  Cav  for 
Period  Ending  30  April  1971  <ll) 


Jv^EE  DISTRIBUTION 


n4  Section  2  of  reports,  subject  as  above,  are  forwarded  for  review  and 
0^/aluation  in  accordance  with  para  4b,  AR  525-15. 

^2*  The  information  contained  in  these  reports  is  provided  to  insure 
^Tfiat  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  are  used  to  the  benefit 
future  operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training 
■^flfeterial. 

a  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  a  result  of  your  evaluation 
^rfould  be  forwarded  to  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
^4CTN :  DAFD-OTT,  within  90  days  of  receipt  of  this  letter. 


4.  As  Section  1  of  the  report  is  not  pertinent  to  the  Lessons  Learned 
program  it  has  been  omitted. 
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AVEm-Gc  CONFIDENTIAL  1  hlay  1971 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Loarnod  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry 
for  Period  Ending  30  April  1971.  RCS  CSPOR-65  (32)  (U) 

PARAGRAPH  2 
Lessens  Learned 


1.  (U)  PERSCNKEL:  Hone 


2.  (C)  INTELLIGENCE: 

a.  Observation:  Many  agont  reports  wero  boing  received  on  secure 
toletypo  2  to  3  day3  after  they  wero  reported  to  U.S.  agont  handlors.  This, 
addod  to  the  time  between  an  e.gont  raking  an  obaorvsti  n  and  his  reporting  to 
his  hcndlor,  made  uuch  of  tho  infoxnation  5  to  7  days  old  boforo  it  was  in 
tho  hands  of  3/17  AC3  ole'Jcnts  operating  in  the  field  who  could  exploit  tho 
information. 


b.  Evaluation:  With  the  constantly  changing  situation  in  a  cowbat 
zone,  r..  ny  of  those  agent  reports  were  usolcss  bccauso  the  roported  enonty  unit 
ha<l  novod  nut  of  tho  area  beforo  3/17  ACS  olor^ents  rocoived  th-j  infnrmaticn. 

A  closer  liaison  with  intolligenco  units  oporatxng  within  the  3/17  ACS  area 
of  operate cn  was  necessary. 

c.  Rcccnt'.cndati-  n:  Air  Cavalry  units  should  be  supplied  with  the  loca¬ 
tions  of  M  field  offices  within  thoir  area  of  opornti  in  and  those  sano  fiold 
be  briefed  as  tr>  the  U.S.  units  operating  within  thoir  Area  of  Operation 

to  better  facilitate  the  disso>«ination  of  infcr.’iiati.jn,  Also  both  the  fiold 
offico3  and  usor  unite  should  tako  it  upon  thonsolv^s  to  establish  a  liaison 
system 

d.  Ccmand  Action:  Liaison  ha3  been  established  betveon  tho  3/17  ACS 
and  £  field  team  operating  cut  of  Thu  Lei.  Aa  they  recsive  the  infoiratlcn 
typovrltton  copies  arc  f-rwardod  diroctly  tn  3/17  ACS.  Using  this  systor.,  it 
has  boon  possible  to  cut  the  tiiao  spen  from  the  agent  making  an 
observation  unt’l  the  user  unit  receives  it  to  aa  little  aa  12  hours. 

3.  (U)  OPERATIONS: 

a.  Observation  #1 

(1)  Observation:  Tho  need  f'r  a  practical,  3afo  ant’  attractive 
beso  for  cur  rovoti/onts  was  solved  vhon  this  unit  hauled  in  gravol  for  that 
purpose. 


(2)  Evaluation:  The  use  of  gravel  greatly  roduces  tho  possibility 
of  an  accident.  As  with  PSP,  or  any  other  uotal  boso,  there  is  always  tho 
possibility  of  catching  a  skid  shoe  and  causing  an  accident.  The  use  of 
gravel  also  alleviates  the  possibility  of  the  aircraft  skidding  or  sliding  on 
a  wot  or  oily  surfaco.  Sinco  this  unit  installod  the  gravel,  thorc  hrvo  boon 
absolutely  no  drainage  probloos. 


(3)  RecvKiondAtion:  That  sll  units  teke  a  look  at  their  rovotnents 
to  find  if  any  of  theso  potontiolly  dangerous  situations  oxist.  If  so, 
rccoar«nd  that  they  consider  tho  possibility  of  referring  thoir  revetuents 
with  ct  least  six  inch:s  of  gravol. 
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(4)  Cesnand  Action: 
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Operational  Report-Lessons  Lcirna<t  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry 
for  Period  Ending  30  April  1971 .  DCS  CSPDR-65  (R2)  (U) 


b.  Observation .  #2 


(l)  Obscrvaticm  Imuodiately  after  experiencing  an  ongino  failure 
in  an  AH-1G,  tho  gunner  attoraptrd  to  jettison  the  wing  stores  end  was  unable 
to  •do  sc. 


(2)  Evu3.uat.icn:  Subsc-quont.  investigation  deter., lined  that  the 
gunner's  jcttisxcn  switch  was  dof active.  Since  that  incident,  we  have  been  -‘ 
testing  the  jettison  systun  of  all  our  AH-IG’s.  Another  v/as  found  to  have 

a  faulty  salvo  jettison  time  delay  relay,  A  teat  or  check  of  thf  wj.ng  stores 
jettisen  system  is  not  included  in  any  of  tho  periodic  maintenance  inspection 
checklists.  In  testing  tho  impulse  cartridge  receptacle  for  activiation  of 
tho  electrical  current,  tho  inboard  system  will  register  a  continuous  current, 
howevor,  the  outboard  system  registers  only  a  sudden  electric  i'opulso  as  ths 
salvo  node  is  activated .  Unless  tho  impulse  is  observed,  it  nay  be  thought 
that  tho  outboard  systom  is  not  receiving  the  activation  current, 

(3)  Rfconncndsti'.nj  Thet  a  check  of  the  wing  store  jsttis-n 
systo  i  bo  included  cn  tho  preventive  maintenance  periodic  inspection  so  that 
it  will  be  tested  at  least  every  100  hours. 

(4)  Co  reman'!  Action:  Hone, 

c.  Observation  #3 

(l)  Observation:  The  use  of  'fight  fir*  teen  of  AH-1G*s  as  a 
visual  reconnaissance  te.w  is,  unler  rest  .rcwiettrees,  unproductive  and  wastes 
valuable  blade  hours  cn  the  aircraft. 


(2)  Evaluate  ns  Tho  altitude  and  airspood  which  an  AH-1G  must  fly 
prevents  any  dotailsd  observations  cf  th„-;  t^ra.r.  especially  in  densely 
wood  of!  areas.  The  size  of  tho  aircraft  also  present.':  a  1.  rgc  target  f  :r  enemy 
gunnors  while  finding  at  cn  altitude  low  ..n»  yrh  to  attempt  a  visual  recent 
naisscnc*,' 

(3)  Bcccwsendeti  n:  That  a  light  fire  teen  of  AK-lG’s  not  bo  used 
as  r  visual  roe ennnl usance  tee).:, 

(4)  Conaand  Action:  None. 


d,  Observation  iU 

(1)  Observation:  During  4  Trap’s  tenure  inCrn'rdia,  ground  tc  air 
firs  usxully  does  n  t  star  t  until  carlp  ..ftonv  cn, 

(2)  Evaluoti-n:  Th  majority  of  all  gr  u nd  tc  cir  fir  i  A  Troop 
has  hod,  has  boon  in  tho  afternaen,  Evidently,  tho  onoay  knews  that  Into  in 
tha  dey  we  cannot  c^ncontrato  full  fircpvcr  n  the  area  bocauso  of  the 
relrt  voly  short  tiic  until  ’.arkness  falls.  He  knows  thet  we  :jur.t  then  break 
c> ntact. 
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Tho  only  times  any  of  our  aircraft  have  been  fired  on  in  tho  morning  is  when 
tho  scout  has  uncovered  something  important  or  we  havo  boon  in  support  of  troops 
in  contaot. 

(3)  Recoaaondation:  Trying  to  got  most  VR  hours  in  tho  morning 
would  be  cna  solution*  Also,  since  the  aftornoon  reconnaissance  is  a  mist, 
try  and  save  yeur  VR  blocks  closest  to  your  br.so  for  this  tine.  If  a  ship 
did  go  down  your  QRF  and  Piposmoke-Chinook  olonent  would  to  closer  at  hand  and 
darknoss  would  not  then  be  sueh  an  overriding  factor  as  it  would  be  in  an 
area  a  long  distance  from  yc-ur  bass. 

(4)  Com  and  Action:  Mono. 

4.  (0)  Otgctiwitioh:  None. 

3.  (U)  Training!  None* 

6.  (U)  Logistics! 

a*  Obsorvotion  #1 

(1)  Observation:  Vith  tho  phaso  out  of  tha  D.S.  effort  in  IH  HR 
no  support  units  remain  to  maintain  oircraft  roaming  and  refueling  facilities 
at  forward  bases, 

(2)  Evaluation!  The  withdrawal  of  the  lot  Air  Cavalry  Division 
rooultod  in  tho  closa  out  of  divisional  support  element  vhloh  operated  aircraft 
rearming  and  refueling  facilities  at  Quan  Loi,  Lai  Kh«,  Ion  Turn  and  Loc  Nirh. 

As  a  rosult  this  squdron  was  directed  by  tho  12th  Aviotion  Group  to  assmi e 
responsibility  for  tho  facilities  of  this  squadron. 

(3)  Rocomnondation:  That  <$t  and  ordnanco  dotachments  bo  att&chod 
tc  this  squadron  for  tha  operation  of  fixed  rooming  anil  refueling  facilities. 

(4)  Conaand  Action*  This  squadron  has  requested  to  12th  Aviation 
Groq»  (Combat)  thet  support  detachnonts  lx.  attached. 

o.  Observation  #2 

(1)  Obsorvotion:  No  installation  engineor  oupport  was  modo 
ovailablo  to  A  Troop,  3/'i7th  ACS  at  Quan  Loi. 

(2)  Evaluation*  Tho  original  movocont  cf  A  Troop  to  Quan  Lcl  in 
August  1^70  was  intonded  for  a  period  of  only  two  to  three  Months.  Hcvovor, 
the  location  of  A  Troop  at  Quan  Loi  was  oxtended  f  r  an  indefinite  poried.  Due 
to  tho  fact  that  all  real  property  at  Quan  Loi  belongs  to  ARVN,  no  installation 
snglnoor  support  is  svnilablo. 

(3)  Roc  owes  nation*  Previsions  should  be  dove  loped  under  which  PA&S 
installation  engineor  support  can  be  providod  tc  D.S.  units  located  on  ARVN 

bases. 


(4)  Counand  Act  ion  i  This  squadron  has  requested  thru  12th  Aviation 
Group  (Combat)  that  PA&E  supprt  be  node  availahlo  to  A  Troon  at  Quan  Loi. 
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avbaut-gc  CONFIDENTIAL  19TJ 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lossons  Loarned  of  3d  Squndr-n,  17th  Mr  Cavalry 
for  Period  Ending  30  April  1975.  HOS  CSPOE-65  (R2)  (U) 

7*  (U)  Communications t  Mono, 

8.  (U)  Kfitoriali  None, 

9.  (U)  Othor: 

a*  Obaorvaticn  #1 


(1)  Observation:  During  tho  period  2  November  1970  tc  10  April  1971 
tho  3/l7th  ACS  was  OPCON  to  tho  1st  Cavalry  Division  and  furthor  QIC  ON  tc  the 
1/9  Air  Cavalry  Squadron, 

(2)  Evaluation:  Initially,  this  arrangot'-ont  causod  no  ootaand  and 
control  problems  as  the  1/9  Squadron  Comander  was  the  sonior  commander. 
However,  in  January  1971,  tho  l/9  changed  ccimiandors.  Tho  now  commander  was 
junior  to  tlio  coauandor  cf  tho  3/17  but  nc  change  was  nedo  in  cortiand  relation¬ 
ship  bo two on  the  two  units.  Had  the  twe  commander a  not  woricod  togotnor  ■ 
previously  and  had  thoy  not  boon  thoroughly  mission  oriented  conflicts  could 
have  orison. 


(3)  RcccttnerxJationst  When  one  unit  is  plocod  undor  tho  Operational 
Control  of  another  the  imt  yith  the  senior  command  or  should  be  tbo 
controlling  unit. 


(4)  Command  Action:  None. 


11  Inclosurcs 
1#  Unit  Organisation 

2.  Unit  Locations 

3.  Unit  Strength  (Military) 

4.  Unit  Strength  (Civilian) 

5.  Awards  &  Decor* tio ns 

6.  Friendly  Loosos 

7.  Intolligcneo 

8.  Aircraft.  Status 

9t  Operations  Results 

10.  Aircraft  Loaa  end  Da  ago 
Hi  Cewmuwisatiene 
Incl  11  w/d  HQ  DA 

Distribution: 

3/17  A  Plus 

2-  CINCUSARPAC,  ATTN:  GPCP-DT 

2-  USARPJD,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT 

3-  DSARV,  ATTN:  AVHDO-DO 

2-  1st  AVN  BDS,  ATTN:  AVBAPC-0 
6-  12TH  AVK  GP  (CFT),  ATTN:  AVBAUS-C 
2-  II  FFV,  ATTN:  AVFDC-P 


CARL  KhAALAND 
LTC,  FA 

Cociaandir.g 
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AVBAUS-C  (1  May  71)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  3/1 7th  ACS,  for  Mtriod 
Ending  30  April  1971  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R3)  (U) 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  12TH  AVIATION  GROUP  (COMBAT),  A°0  96266  19  May  1971 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  Third  Regional  Assistance  Command,  ATTN* 
NAC1H-G3PT,  APO  96266 

Commanding  General,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  ATTN*  AVBAGC,  APO  963(4 

Commanding  General,  TJS  Amy  Vietnaa,  ATTN:  AVHCG-DST,  APO  96375 

Commander-in-chief ,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GnO°-DT ,  APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Aray,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1*  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational 

Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  3/17th  Air  Cav  Sqdn  for  the  period  ending  30 
April  71. 

2.  (C)  The  following  conaents  are  provided: 

a.  The  report  was  submitted  in  incorrect  format. 

b.  Section  1,  paragraph  8,  communications  should  be  reported  under 
Lessons  Learned. 

c.  Reference  Section  2,  paragraph  2,  Intelligence.  This  headquarters 
is  coordinating  with  field  offices  at  all  posts  where  12th  Avn  Gp  (Cbt) 
units  are  stationed  to  provide  timely  intelligence  to  each  aviation  unit. 

d.  Reference  Section  2,  paragraph  3b,  jettison  of  wing  stores.  All 
units  within  12th  Avn  Gp  (Cbt)  assigned  A'T-lG  aircraft  have  been  directed 
to  incorDoratc  a  wing  store  check  into  the  preventive  maintenance  periodic 
inspection.  This  check  is  to  be  conducted  IAW  TM  55-1500-221-20  and  as 
outlined  in  USA^V  Weekly  Summary  *265  dated  5  April  71. 

e.  Reference  Sect! on  2,  paragraph  4a,  ream  and  refuel  facilities. 
This  headquarters  published  orders  on  28  April  71  assigning  a  OH 
detachment  to  3/17th  ACS  effective  15  May  71.  7his  action  will  enable 
3/l7th  ACS  to  Met  its  operational  requirement. 
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AVBAUS-C  (1  May  71)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT t  ORLL  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1971 

f*  Reference  Section  2,  paragraph  4b,  Engineer  support  at  Quan  Lei 
This  headquarters  has  forwarded  a  request  for  permanent  PA&B  engineer 
support  at  Quan  Lot.  Coordination  has  been  accomplished  with  the  TRAC 
Bngineer  Officer  to  provide  immediate  assistance  from  the  159th  5ngr*  Gp 

FOR  THE  COWHANDS*: 
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MACTR-G3PT  (l  Hay  71 )  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT)  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1971,  RCS  CSF0IU65(R3)  (U) 

Uw,  Third  Regional  Aeeistance  Command,  APO  San  Francisco  96266  ®  JUN 1971 

THRU)  Commanding  General,  let  Aviation  Brigade,  ATTN)  AV3A-C,  APO  96384 

Commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN)  AVHDO-DO,  APO  96375 

Commander-In-Chief,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN)  GPOP-DT,  APO  96538 

TO)  Aseistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Arqy,  Washington,  D.C.  20310. 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  hae  reviewed  the  Operational  Report  -  Lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  30  April  1971  from  Headquarters,  3d  Squadron, 
17th  Air  Cavalry. 

2.  (C)  Comment©  follow) 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  ground  to  air  fire,  pegs  16,  para  3d; 
concur.  This  fact  had  not  previously  been  noted.  An  article  on  this  will 
appear  in  the  next  TRAC  PERINTRE?. 

t.  Reference  item  concerning  AH-Ig  wing  etoree  jettison  system,  page 
16,  para  3(b)(1);  concur  with  observation,  evaluation  and  recommendation. 

It  ie  ,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  unit  submit  an  EIR  (Equipment 
Improvement  Recommendation)  IAW  provisions  of  para  3-7.4 ,  TM  36-750  to  US 
Army  Aviation  Syetem  Command. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  installation  engineer  support,  pags  17, 
para  6b;  honour.  Existing  regulations  do  not  authorise  PA&E  to  provide 
facilities  engineering  support  on  facilities  transferred  to  GVN.  As  ARVN 
facility  engineer  services  are  limited,  US  units  located  on  ARVN  bases  must 
handle  their  own  building  repairs  on  a  eelf  help  basis.  A  request  fo:* 

FA&E  support  at  Quan  Loi  and  Tay  Ninh,  as  an  exception  to  policy,  was  in¬ 
dorsed  through  thle  headquarters  on  8  rlay  71  to  the  USARV  engineer. 

FOR  THE  CCKMANDHl) 

KENNETH  A  FAXAKT 
HAJ,  AGC 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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AVBAGC  (1  May  71)  3d  Ind  4l) 

SUBJ3CTI  Operational  Report"'-  Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Squadron,  17th 
Air  Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1971,  RCS  CSFOR-65 
(R3)  (0) 

DA,  Headquarters,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  96384  8  JUN  \%t\ 

TOi  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTOj  AVHGS-DST 

APO  9 6375 

(U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report  -  Lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  30  April  1971 ,  and  concurs, 

FOR  THE  CO’ WANDER* 


CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 


f 


II 


AVHDO-DO  (1  Hay  71)  Vth  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry 
for  Period  Ending  30  April  1971.  FCS  CSFOR-65  (R3)  (U) 

Headquarters,  United  States  Amy  Vietnam,  APO  San  Francisco  96373  12  JUL  1971 

TO:  Conmander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-FD, 

APO  96538 

1.  This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operatic"  1  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  period  ending  30  April  1971  from  Headquarters,  3d  Squadron,  17th 
Air  Cavalry  and  concurs  with  comments  of  indorsing  headquarters. 

2.  Additional  comment  follows: 

Reference  item  concerning  "Observation  #2,"  page  17,  paragraph  6b, 

1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  2f  and  2nd  Indorsement,  paragraph  2c.  At  the 
time  the  decision  was  made  to  retain  elements  of  the  3 /17th  ACS  at 
Quan  Loi  and  Tay  Hinh,  no  Facilities  Engineering  (FE)  Support  was  pro¬ 
vided  and  the  units  were  treated  like  any  other  small  unite  around  the 
country  that  are  at  a  location  for  a  short  period  of  time.  Since  that 
time,  the  policy  has  been  reviewed  and  we  now  retain  the  property  and 
provide  minimum  Facilities  Engineering  Support  to  US  units  on  ARVN  bases . 

The  Facilities  Engineering  contract  is  being  modified  to  provide 
Facilities  Engineering  Support  to  the  units  at  Tay  Ninh.  The  require¬ 
ment  to  provide  support  at  Quan  Loi  no  longer  exists  due  to  relocatior 
of  the  unit. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Cy  fum: 
3/17th  ACS 
1st  Avn  Bde 


q 


GPOP-FD  (1  Msy  71)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  HQ  3d  Squadron 

17th  Air  Cavslry  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1971 
RCS  CSPOR-65  (R3) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 

Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  In  subject  report  as  Indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 

SfktfTkok 

H.  £« 

2LT,  AM 
Asst  AG 


/Z6(-Tiyc/vo£ 
9/V/C7A/3  crOi^Sd 
fcjnVA  vz)HiZi  Votf  avntfsae 

5a  jj-d  vo^avaH 
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3D  sgunaon,  itth  cavalry 

PERI®  9DING 
30  April  1971 

OKI!  L0CATICU3.  Soml -Annual  ORIL 


miWt  wets 

LOCATION 

4 m 

Headquarters  Troop 

Phu  Loi 

96289 

A  Troop 

Quan  Loi 

96289 

fl  Troop 

Phu  Loi 

96289 

D  Troop 

Phu  loi 

96289 

334th  Aviation  Conpany 
(Attack  Helicopter) 

Phu  Loi 

96289 

F/4  Cav 

Lai  She 

96289 

93d  Nodical  Detachiaont 

Lai  Kho 

96289 
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headquarters 

■an  Qn!T*n?vw  *rmtt  * *rr^  <■»**?»♦*•«>• 
|  nii  Hi  a  wtvnijxu. 

F'RIOD  ENDING 
JO  April  1971 

UNIT  STRENGTHS  (MILITARY) ,  SoidnAnnual  ORLL 


SUBORDINATE 

WIT---  . 

OFFICER 
AUTH  6/H 

WO 

AUTH 

m. 

m 

AilTH 

TOTAL 

AUTH 

0/H 

HQ  Trccp 

24 

27 

7 

4 

181 

175 

212 

206 

A  TBOOP 

18 

25 

31 

18 

182 

173 

231 

216 

B  TROOP 

18 

21 

31 

19 

182 

162 

231 

202 

D  TROOP 

5 

5 

0 

0 

127 

113 

132 

118 

F  TROOP 

16 

24 

34 

27 

21 6 

196 

266 

247 

334TH  AVN  CO 

17 

21 

39 

26 

198 

161 

254 

208 

9 3D  MED  DET 

1 

1 

0 

0 

5 

6 

6 

7 

3/17  ACS 

99 

124 

142 

94 

1091 

986 

1332 

1204 
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3D  SQUADRON,  17TH  CAVALRT 
PERIOD  ENDING 
30  APRIL  1971 


WIT  STRjfflfflflg  (CIVILIAN),  SEMI-ANNUAL 
SAC 


sai 

HQ  TROOP 
A  TROOP 
B  TROOP 
F/4 

D  TROOP 

3341H 

squadron 


4222  QM 

0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

fl  £ 

0  0 


VN 

AM  QA i 

7  7 

4  4 

4  4 

8  8 

4  4 

8  8 

35  35 


OHLL 

3D  NATL 
40X5  O/H 

0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

£  £ 

0  0 


CONTRACTORS  TECH  RKpg 

AMfiza  m&m 

0  0  00 

0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0 


£  £  2  fl 

00  00 
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HEADQUARTERS 

3D  SQUADRON,  17TH  CAVALRY 
PERIOD  ENDING 
30  APRIL  1971 


lWAg&;  AND  DECORATIONS i  SEMI-ANNUAL  ORLL 


NAME  07  AMARD 

RECOMMENDED 

APPROVE) 

MEDAL  OF  HONOR 

0 

0 

0 

DSC 

0 

0 

0 

S3 

5 

2 

3 

LM 

1 

0 

1 

rro 

24 

15 

5 

SM 

13 

0 

13 

BSM  "V* 

15 

0 

15 

BSM 

99 

75 

15 

AM  "V" 

6 

6 

0 

AM 

175 

174 

1 

ARCOM  "V" 

4 

0 

4 

ARC  OK 

531 

309 

222 

PH 

6 

7 

0 

TOTAL 

879 

639 

279 

as 


/5" 


DOWN  GRADED 


15 
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HEADQUARTERS 

3D  SQUADRON,  17TH  CAVALRY 
PERIOD  ENDING 
30  APRIL  1971 


FRIENDLY  LOSSES. 

QUARTERLY 

ORLL 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

OFF 

WO 

EM 

OFF 

WQ 

m 

OFF 

wg 

m 

NOV  70 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

DEC  70 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

JAN  71 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

FEB  71 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

16 

0 

0 

0 

MAR  71 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

APR  71 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

DIED  NOT  AS  A  RESULT 
OF  HOSTILE  ACTION 

OFF  WO  EH 
NOV  70  0  0  0 
DEC  70  0  0  3 
JAN  71  0  00 
FEB  71  1  3  3 
MAR  71  0  00 
APR  71  0  0  0 


WOUNDED  OR  INJURED  NOT  AS  A 
.Jg3JLT_0F_HQSTILE  ACTION 

OFF  VQ  p 

0  0  5 

1  1  4 

0  0  1 

0  0  1 

0  0  2 

0  0  2 
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3D  SQUADRON,  17TH  CAVALRY 
PERIOD  ENDING 
30  APRIL  1971 


JJTEMJGMCJj  SJBMIwVNNUAL  OREL 


ENEMY  UNIX 

MU6  HQ 
MR-7  HQ 
BA  LONG  (P)  HQ 
445  VO  MP  Inf  Bn 


33  NVA  Inf  Rogt 
HQ  &  Spt  Units 

1  NVA  Inf  Bn 

2  KVA  Inf  Bn 

3  NVA  Inf  Bn 

274  VC  Inf  Rogt 
HQ  &  Spt  Unito 

1  VC  Inf  Eh 

2  VC  Inf  Bn 

3  VC  Inf  Bn 

MU-10  KQ 
BI.NH  LONG  (P)  HQ 
363  VC  LF  Inf  Bn 
PHUOC  LONG  (P)  HQ 
K  28  District  Unit 
SR  5  HQ 

1  DONG  NAI  VC  MF  Inf  Bn 

2  DONG  NAI  NVA  Inf  Bn 
4  DONG  NAI  NVA  Inf  Bn 

5th  VC  Inf  Div 
HQ  fit  Spt  Units 
356  Regt 

174  NVA  Inf  Rogt 
22  Arty  Bn 
24  AA  Bn 
27  Roc on  Bn 
95  Snppor  Bn 


CURRENT  PROBABLE  LOCATION' 

Vic  AN  8850 

3E  of  GIA  RAY 

NE  of  NUT  MAY  TAO 

Vic  NIJI  BE  v/l  Company  in  LONG 

HAT  Mountain 


South  of  NUI  ONQ 
South  of  NUI  ONG 
SE  of  VO  DAT 
East  of  Bln ckhoroo 


N  HAT  DICH  ANT)  BINH  SON  Area 

SB  of  XIJAN  LOG 

South  of  H  ;NG  rjGHIA  (H) 

8E  of  Binh  Sen  Plantation 

North  of  the  5  TNG JJR 
NIL  of  AN  I. CO 
Dispersed  NU  oi  AN  hoc 
nu  GIA  MAP 
Vic  HU  GIA  MAP 

Western  War  Zone  "D"  ,  ;;a:;c  ,\l  v  , 
PHU  GIAO  (D) 

TAN  UYEN  (U) 

CHAU  THANH  (U) 


NW  of  SHOVE,  C.tWbodia 
NE  of  SNOOT,,  Cambodia 
SW  of  S !.  0 ",  L , 

Vic  of  SEOUL,  Cornbodio 
KW  of  Bu  Dcp  in  Cambodia 
NW  of  SEOUL ,  Cambodia 
Vic  SEOUL «  Cui.ibodla 
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7  NVA  Inf  Div 
HQ  St  apt  Units 
141  NVA  Inf  Regt 
165  NVA  Inf  Regt 
209  NVA  Inf  Rsgt 
22  Arty  Bn 
24  AA  Bn 
95  Sapper  Bn 


9  VC  Inf  Div 
HQ  St  Supt  Units 
95C  NVA  Inf  Regt 

271  VC  Inf  Regt 

272  VC  Inf  Regt 
22  Arty  En 

24  AA  Bn 
95  Sapper  Ba 

Tho  information  obtained 
into  allied  intelligence 


INCLOSURE  7  (CONT) 
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CTO3SHT  PTOB1BLB  LOCttlOH 


Cbup  Plantation,  Cambodia 
NS  of  Chup  Plantation}  Cambodia 
NS  of  Chup  Plantation,  Cambodia 
Vic  of  SUONG,  Cambodia 
NS  of  Chup  Plantation,  Cambodia 
NE  of  Chup  Plantation,  Cambodia 
Chup  Plantation,  Cambodia 


NW  of  Chup  Plantation,  Cambodia 
NW  of  Chup  Plantation,  Cambodia 
Chup  Plantation,  Cambodia 
W  of  Chup  Plantation,  Cambodia 
E  of  Chup  Plantation,  Cambodia 
S  of  Chup  Plantation,  Cambodia 
Chup  Plantation,  Cambodia 

concerning  all  araaa  and  enemy  units  provided  input 

channels* 
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HEADQUARTERS 

3D  SQUADRON,  17TH  CAVALRY 
PERIOD  ENDING 
30  APRIL  1971 


AIRCRAFT  ST.  TPS  ■  SEMIANNUAL  ORLL 


subordinate 

mi . . 

UH1H 

AUTO  0/H 

AH1G 

AUTH  O/H 

OH  58 

AUTH  Q/H 

0H&. 

AUTH  C/H 

HQ  TROOP 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0  0 

A  TROOP  • 

8 

7 

9 

9 

10 

10 

0  0 

B  TROOP 

8 

7 

9 

8 

10 

10 

0  o 

F/4 

8 

8 

9 

9 

0 

0 

10  10 

334TH 

Jl 

-5 

SI 

14 

_0 

_0 

_Q  _0 

SQUADRON 

32 

28 

48 

46 

20 

23 

10  10 
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HE^  QUARTERS 

30  SQUADRON,  17TH  CAVALR2 
PERIOD  BIDING 
30  APRIL  1971 


AIRORAFT  L093  AND  DAMAGE.  SEMI-  ANNUAL  ORLL 


1*  The  aircraft  less  figure  includes  aircraft  retrograde  to  excessive  oaintancncc 
requirements  as  e.  result  of  accident  or  coatat  dartage. 


2.  1  Troop,  4th  Cav  figures  include  only  tho  month  of  April. 


HQ  TROOP 

Airorafi  Less 

UH1H 

1 

tm 

0 

232ft 

0 

Aircraft  Damage 

0 

0 

0 

4  TROOP 

Aircraft  Less 

10 

4 

5 

Aircraft  Damage 

1 

2 

6 

B  TROOP 

Aircraft  Loss 

6 

6 

2 

Aircraft  Damago 

2 

1 

2 

P  TROOP 

Aircraft  Loss 

0 

0 

0 

Aircraft  Damage 

0 

0 

0 

334TH 

Aircraft  Less 

4 

13 

1 

Aircraft  Darcago 

0 

10 

0 

GR6i 

0 

0 

C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Leemed,  1st  Sqdn,  9th  Cav  (U) 

2.  Lessons  learned:  Commander?  Observation,  Evaluation,  and  Recommendation. 

a*  Personnel,  None 

b*  Intelligence,  None 

c.  Operations: 

(1)  Use  of  ARVN  Platoons  as  Aero  Rifle  Platoons  for  Air  Cavalry 
missions  (Browns). 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  As  American  forces  withdrew  from  Vietnam,  it 
became  necessary  to  back  up  the  Aero  Rifle  Platoon  with  Afh/N  quick  reaction 
forces.  The  difference  in  language  caused  some  confusion  on  the  ground 
during  maneuver  and  during  delivery  of  Aerial  firepower. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  ARVN  Platoons,  normally  from  the  Intelligence 
and  Reconnaissance  Company,  were  trained  in  the  specialized  skills  required  of 
the  Aero  Rifle  Platoons.  These  platoons,  called  "Browns"  were  used  in  place  of 
the  Blues.  A  U.S.  advises  was  put  on  the  ground  with  the  Browns  to  preclude 
the  1«p3«m»«.  barrier.  This  initial  procedure  was  modified  for  the  Dry  Season 
Campaign  in  Cambodia.  The  Browns  were  used  but  without  the  advisor.  To  resolve 
the  language  problem,  a  command  and  control  helicopter  was  used  with  the  Air 
Cavalry  Commander  and  a  representative  from  the  ARVN  Command,  sitting  side  by 
side  tc  resolve  the  problem. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION; 


(l)  That  Br  wn  Platoons,  if  utilized  by  a  U.S.  Air  Cavalry 
Unit,  bo  placed  OPCON  to  that  Air  Cavalry  Unit.  The  order  placing  the  browns 
OPCON  should  specifically  state  the  Cavalry  Commander  is  authorized  to  make 
Brown  insertion  where  he  considers  justified  without  regard  for  ARVN  unit 
boundaries.  This  would  allow  the  commander  to  rapidly  adjust  his  assets  to 
properly  orchestrate  the  battle  fi**ld. 


DAFD-OTT 
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(d)  COMMAND  ACTION » 

(1)  This  command,  with  organic  assets,  trained  the  browns  in 
Aero  Hifle  Platoon  tactics  an<l  techniques. 

(2)  This  command  initiated  action  which  resulted  in  the  browns 
being  placed  OPCON  to  this  command. 

(3)  This  command  made  numerous  Brown  insertions  to  secure 
downed  A/C  and  to  perform  other  ARP  missions. 

(2)  Use  of  additional  attack  helicopters  to  support  Air  Cavalry  Operations 

(a)  OBSERVATIONS  The  load  carrying  restrictions  of  the  AH-1G,  prec¬ 
ludes  the  gunships  of  a  Pink  Team  staying  on  station  as  long  as  the  QH-6A 

on  VR  missions.  To  increase  station  time,  the  ordnance  load  must  be  reduced 
to  allow  greater  fuel  loads. 

(b)  EVALUATION*  The  need  exists  for  an  attack  helicopter  unit  to  be 
immediataly  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  Air  Cavalry  Vh  Team  operating  outs; 
static  fire  bade  artillery  fans.  Endurance  should  not  be  a  factor  for  these 
aircraft  and  POL  con  b:  reduced  and  ordnance  increased  to  maximize  firepr.v^r. 
The  standard  NATO  call  for  fire  plus  the  capability  for  in  flight  briefing 
greatly  reduces  the  time  attack  helicopters  needs  on  station  for  engaging  its 
target. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION*  That  an  attafck  helicopter  unit  operate  with 
Air  Cavalry  routinely. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTIONS  This  command  implemented  the  system  outlin  ,d 
above  and  it  worked  effectively. 

(3)  Attachment  and  assign-*  .it  of  Air  Cavalry  Troops. 

(a)  OBSERVATIONS  To  bo  totally  effective,  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop 
must  remain  under  the  control  of  the  Squadron  Commander. 

(b)  EVALUATIONS  In  a  fast  .moving  anc  fluid  situation,  tho  Squsdmr 
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Commander  must  be  able  to  cross  attach  and  teinfcrce  any  troop  that  hat 
located  the  enemy.  If  a  troop  is  attached,  assigned,  or  placed  CPCON  to 
another  maneuver  clement,  the  Air  Cavalry  Commander  has  lost  his  flexibility 
and  capability  to  develop  the  situation  and  influence  the  course  of  action. 
Other  conditions  which  require  cross  attachment  or  reinforcement  are«  Excessive 
battle  damage,  low  maintenance  availability,  Division  directed  areas  of 
priority,  or  an  enemy  contact  large  enough  to  be  exploited  by  two  or  more  Air 
Cavalry  Troops.  Due  to  the  standardized  methods  of  operation  in  the  Air 
Cavalry  Squadron,  effecting  cross  attachment  or  reinforcement  posed  no  problems. 
The  Squadron  simply  called  the  troops  concerned  on  the  radio,  and  directed  one 
or  more  troops  to  provide  c  designated  number  of  teams  or  specific  type  of 
aircraft  to  another  troop.  This  capability  was  not  limited  to  aircraft  alone. 

On  several  occasions  aircraft  were  shot  down  in  a  location  far  removed 
from  their  organic  Blue  Platoon.  In  these  situations  It  was  faster  to  direct 
another  Blue  Platoon  to  proceed  to  the  scene  and  secure  the  downed  aircraft  and 
extract  the  crew.  On  occasion  tho  Blue  Platoon  of  one  troop  could  be  used  as 
the  QRF  for  another  troop. 

{c)  RECOMMENDATIONS  Air  Cavalry  Troops  must  remain  under  the  control 
of  the  Squadron  Commander  to  provide  flexible  Air  Cavalry  response  to  any  enemy 
situation. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTIONi  In  this  Squadron,  the  cross  attachment  and  rein¬ 
forcement  of  Individual  troops  Is  conducted  frequently.  This  command  has  effec¬ 
tively  shown  the  ability  and  flexibility  of  Air  Cavalry  Troops  under  tho  Squad¬ 
ron  control.  In  dovit.Tcping  mi<l  inflnenciAg  the  course  of  action. 
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(4)  Air  Cavalry  Utilization  Ijy  ground  commanders. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  On  several  occasions,  ground  commanders  did 
not  realize  the  value  of  Air  Cavalry  operations  end  they  viewed  the  unit  as  .» 
source  of  3  types  of  aviation  assets  to  solve  their  fire  power,  resupply  and 
command/control  problems. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Each  platoon  of  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  makes  a 
important  contribution  to  the  Cavalry  mission  and  to  try  and  change  the 
procedure  reduces  the  effectiveness  of  the  unit.  An  Air  Cavalry  unit,  is  not 
an  aviation  unit  but  rather  a  reconnaissance  maneuver  element  similar  tc  t' 
iimored  cavalry.  One  time  exceptions  to  maintaining  troop  integrity  3f.-i.it> 
inconsistency  and  will  worsen  rather  than  help  the  situation. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION t  That  the  Air  Cavalry  commander  must  ’ 

(•very  effort  of  the  commanders  to  fragment  their  unit  into  an  odd  job 
company.  Oirect  the  ground  commander  to  the  proper  channels  for  requo 
aviation  support  and  continue  with  the  Air  Cavalry  mission. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  We  successfully  implemented  the  r_c 

tation. 

(fa)  Arming  of  light  observation  helicopter. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  light  Observation  Helicopter  when 

with  the  minigun  and  used  for  scout  missions  has  certain  undesirable  charnc- 
r  Is  tics . 

(b)  EVALUATION:  After  observing  the  LCH  as  used  in  its  r 
i"  with  ani  ViithOU  t  the  miniyun,  it  was  determined  that  the  minigun  is  > 

hiiderance  to  the  scout.  First,  if  tne  minigun  is  mounted,  there  is  onr 
r  wmember  on  the  aircraft.  This  reduces  the  “Visual  Reconnaissance" 
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of  the  Scout  by  one  third*  Second,  vri-th  the  minigun  mounted,  there  is  a 
tendency  on  the  part  of  the  scout  to  use  his  aircraft  as  a  "Gunshlp,"  again 
reducing  the  VR  capability  of  the  Scout. 

(c)  R  ECOfAME  I'D  A  T I  ON  j  Commands  using  the  Light  Observation  Heli¬ 
copter  in  scouting  missions  should  crew  the  aircraft  with  three  crew  members. 
Tho  gunner  should  be  armed  with  the  M-60  machine  gun  and  the  observer  armed 
with  the  M-16. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTIONS  This  Command  has  successfully  employed 
the  above  recommendations  with  outstanding  results. 

d.  Organization,  None 

e.  Training,  None 

f.  Logistics: 

(1)  Supply  of  forward  rearm  points. 

(a)  OBSERVATION!  Movement  of  Air  Cavalry  Troops  to  forward 
laagering  locations  during  the  Cambodian  operation  resulted  in  rearm  points 
being  established  at  several  locations.  Difficulty  was  encoufttered  in  manning 
these  rearm  points  since  the  TOE  did  not  provide  for  a  service  platoon  within 
the  troops.  An  accurate  inventory  was  one  of  the  critical  problems. 

(b)  EVALUATIONS  Several  times  the  Class  V  stock  dropped  to  near 
zero  and  a  tactical  emergency  had  to  be  declared  so  that  the  fixed  wing  air¬ 
craft  necessary  to  resupply  Class  V  could  be  diverted  from  other  missions  to 
resupply  the  forward  rearm  points.  It  was  found  necessary  to  impress  on  the 

unit  the  need  for  nightly  ammunition  inventories  in  order  to  keep  Class  V 
Stock  at  proper  levels. 
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(2)  Maintenance  Standdown 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Each  Air  Cavalry  Troop  should  receive  a  miniirsur 
of  a  two  day  maintenance  standdown  per  month, 

(b)  EVALUATION*  It  is  a  common  practice  in  Infantry,  Armor  or-' 
some  Artillery  units  to  conduct  periodic  standdowns  for  one  or  two  days.  T  ,u 
allows  the  unit  to  catch  up  on  maintenance,  while  incurring  no  further  battle 
damage.  Air  Cavalry  is  a  comparable  combat  unit  and  required  the  same 
consideration. 

(c)  rtF.COMf.EiNDATION*  Within  the  Air  Cavalry  Brigade,  the  numb 
f  VH  Teams  required  to  effectively  provide  visual  reconnaissance  remains 

stable  and  increases  dramatically  during  periods  of  enemy  activity.  Due  to  the 
flexibility  of  Air  Cavalry,  one  troop  can  adequately  cover  another  Troop's  AO 
fer  one  or  two  days  and  a  standdown  ceuld  be  given  to  each  troop  on  a  robSng 
basis. 


(d)  COMMAND  ACTION*  A  three  d^v  standdown  has  been  obtained  icr 
each  troop  to  allow  them  to  recover  and  in  the  future  a  one  day  standdown  vnl-l 
be  provided  monthly. 

rnLOSURE  li  Stttiort  List  and  Organization  Chart 

2*  Letter  SUBJECT:  Air  Cavalry  Brigade  Operations,  5  April  1)  • 


CARL  M.  KIT  NAM 
LTC  AdMOR 

Commanding 
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AVBAUS-C  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report -Lessons  Learned,  l/9th  ACS  for  Period  Ending 
30  April  1971,  PCS  CSPOR-65  (R3)  (U) 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS ,  12TK  AVIATION  GROUP  (COMBAT),  APO  96266  28  May  1971 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  Third  Regional  Assistance  Command,  ATTN*  MACTR- 
G3PT,  APO  96266 

Commanding  General,  1st  Aviation  Erigade,  ATTN:  AV3AGC,  APO  96384 

Commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN*  AVHCG-DST,  APO  96375 

Camnander-in-Chief ,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN*  GPOP-DT,  APO  96558 

TO*  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D,C.  2C310 

This  hendouarters  has  reviewed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational  Report- 
Lessons  Learned,  l/9th  ACS  for  the  period  ending  30  April  1971, 

FOR  THE  'COMMANDER: 


CP:  CG,  3rd  Bde,  1st  ACD 
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MACTR-G3PT  2d  Ind. 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  1st  Squadron,  9th  Cavalry 
( Airmobile ) ,  Period  Ending  30  April  1971,  RCS  C3FCR-65  (R3)  (U) 

HQ,  Third  Regional  Assistance  Command,  APO  San  Francisco  96266  2  JUN  1971 

THRUi  Commanding  General,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  ATTNi  AVBA-0,  APO  96384 

Commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHDO-DO,  APO  96375 

Commander-In-Chief,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTNi  GPOP-DT,  APO  96538 

TOs  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of 
the  Army,  Washington,  D.C.  203 10 

(U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed,  and  concurs  with  the  Operational 
Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  for  the  period,  ending  30  April  1971  from 
Headquarters,  1st  Squadron,  9th  Cavalry  (Airmobile), 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 1 


'Itf  ROBERT  F.  CARRELL 
LTC,  AGO 

Adjutant  General 


PRECEDING  PAGE  BLANK 


AVB1GC  (UN- DATED)  3rd  Ind 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report- Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  1st  Squadron 
9th  Cavalry  (Airmoblo),  Period  Siding  30  April  1971*  RCS  CSFOR- 

(»3)  (U) 

DA,  Headquarters,  lot  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  95334  5  JUN  1971 

TO*  Commanding  Goneral,  United  States  Amy,  Vietnam,  AT®*  AVHGS-DST, 

APO  96375 


1.  This  headquarters  has  received  subject  Operational  Report-Lesson;: 
Learned  and  ooncum,  oxcept  as  etated  below. 

2.  Reference  Para  2f  (l)  of  subject  report.  Present  TOE's  do  not  author¬ 
ize  the  IfOS  55B  eeriee  poreonnel  at  the  troop  level*  To  alleviate  this 
problem  units  must  submit  fully  justified  request  for  modification  of 
erf  sting  authorizations*  To  prevent  zero  balances  of  Class  V  requires 
continuing  checks  of  stocks  on  hand  and  emended.  Die  daily  inventory 
conducted  by  the  l/9  Cavalry  coupled  with  reordering  based  on  daily  usage 
adjusted  for  time  required  from  shipment  to  receipt  should  prevent  short¬ 
ages  from  occur ing. 

3.  Reference  paragraph  2f(2)  nonconcur  with  the  recommendation  that  each 
cavalry  troop  ctar.d  down  maintenance  tiro  to  t-hroo  dnva  per  month.  It.  io 
preferablo  to  have  only  a  portion  of  the  troops  aircraft  do:;n  at  any  ore 
tine  for  maintenance  os  oppoeed  to  all  down  for  a  two  or  three  day  per  I. 
Otherwise  a  severe  manpower  and  equipment  shortage  vd.ll  exist  on  those 
when  all  equipment  is  down,  with  an  excess  maintenance  capability  during 
the  remainder  of  the  month.  Additionally,  there  will  be  a  tendency  to 
lay  maintenance  which  should  bo  completed  cn  a  daily  basic  fer  accompli 
nent  during  the  stand  down  period  allowing  small  faults  to  progress  to  a 
more  serioue  state.  Scheduled  maintenance  has  proven  to  be  a  reliable 
system  which  should  be  continued  in  fill  aviation  units. 

FOR  THE  CC53!A::DER: 


CRT,  ACC 
knot  AH 
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AVHDO-DO  (Undated)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECTi  Operational  Report -Lessons  Learned,  1st  Squadron  9th  Cavalry 
(Airmobile),  Period  Biding  30  April  1971,  RCS  CSFOR-65 

Headquarters,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  jg  JUN  J97t 

TO  1  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTNi  GPOP-FD, 

APO  96558 

This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  period  ending  30  April  19?1  from  Headquarters,  1st  Squadron 
9th  Cavalry  (Airmobile)  and  concurs  with  comments  of  indorsing  head¬ 
quarters  . 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER] 


Acting  Aset  Adjutant  General 

Cy  fumi 
l/9th  Cav  (AM) 

1st  Avn  Bde 


3? 


GPOP-FD  (Undated)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  1st  Squadron  9th  Cavalry 
(Airmobile),  period  ending  30  April  1971,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R3) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  JJ  2  JUL  t97t 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE.  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 

A-.ct  AG 
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SUBJECTi  Station  List,  1st  Squadron  9th  Cavalry,  30  April  1971  as  of  2400H  (U) 


UNIT 

FORWARD  CP 

am 

m 

HQ 

Tay  Ninh  East 

Di  An 

96289 

HHT 

Di  An 

Di  An 

96289 

A  Troop 

Tay  Ninh  West 

Di  An 

96289 

C  Troop 

Tay  Ninh  West 

Di  An 

96289 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS,  1ST  SQUADRON  (AIRMOBILE)  9TH  CAVALRY 
1ST  AVIATION  BRIGADE 
APO  San  Francisco  96289 


AVBAUX-C  5  April  1971 

SUBJECTi  Air  Cavalry  Brigade  Operations 


1.  This  Squadron  recently  compiled  the  data  concerning  the  formation  and 
employment  of  the  largest  grouping  of  Air  Cavalry  the  Army  has  known.  This 
group  was  a  defacto  Air  Cavalry  Combat  Brigade  and  we  recorded  our  observations 
while  conducting  operations  with  eight  Air  Cavalry  Troops,  two  ground  Cavalry 
Troops,  a  Ranger  Company,  and  a  Combat  Tracker  Team,  The  report  as  you 
receive  it  has  no  official  sanction;  however,  it  can  serve  some  purpose  to 
those  following  th-j  footsteps  of  the  "First  Team,"  This  document  was  officially 
submitted  to  1st  Cavalry  Division,  prior  to  the  Squadron  being  reassigned  to 

the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  on  10  April  1971,  There  has  been  no  official  comment 
returned. 

2.  As  so  often  happens  when  administrative  reports  are  compiled  in  the  midst 
of  actual  combat  operations,  the  most  important  lessons  are  overlooked.  While 
ommitted  in  the  report,  we  must  emphasize  two  important  points. 

a.  The  proposed  combination  of  the  attack  helicopter  battalion  with  the 
Air  Cavalry  Squadron  within  the  Air  Cavalry  Coinbat  Brigade  is  extremely 
important.  Air  Cavalry  must  operate  with  maximum  fuel  and  go  light  on 
ordnance  to  increase  time  for  visual  reconnaissance  in  the  operational  area. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  attack  helicopter  battalion  operates  with  maximum 
ordnance  since  time  on  station  is  not  as  important  as  is  the  firepower  it 
delivers.  This  concept  was  proven  time  and  time  again  in  the  1st  Air  Cavalry 
Division  which  used  its  Aerial  Field  Artillery  to  provide  that  additional 
firepower. 

b.  There  are  pros  and  cons  about  arming  the  LOH  with  the  miniguo.  It  Is 
my  opinion,  after  observing  the  Scout  with  and  without  the  minigua,  that  the 
minigun  is  a  hindcrancc  to  the  Scout.  First,  if  the  minigun  is  mounted,  there 
is  one  less  crewmember  on  the  aircraft.  This  reduces  the  "Visual  Reconnais- 
sance"  capability  of  the  Scout  by  one  third.  Second,  with  the  minigun  mounted 
there  is  a  t<=ndaney  on  the  part  of  the  Scout  to  use  his  aimr»f€  ••  * 

"Guuship",  again  reducing  the  VR  capability  of  the  Scevt* 
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12  April  lfU 


AVBAUX-C 

SUBJECTi  Air  Cavalry  Brigade  Operations 

3.  Our  hope  in  compiling  the  attached  report  was  to  assist  the  formation  of 
the  Air  Cavalry  Combat  Brigade  At  Fort  hood.  Vie  are  willing  to  provide  any 
additional  data  that  may  be  available. 

/S/  CARL  M.  PUTNAM 

/T/CARL  M.  PUTNAM 
LTC  ARMOR 
Commanding 
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CG,  II  Field  Force,  USAHV  Vietnam 

CO,  USACDC,  Fort  Belboir,  Virginia 

CG,  Project  MASSTEw,  Fort  Hood,  Texas 

CG,  USA  Aviation  Center,  Fort  Recker,  Alabama 

CG»  1st  Cavalry  Division  (AM)  Viotnam 

CG,  Tricap  Division,  Fort  Hood,  Texas 

CG,  USA  Armor  Center,  Fort  Knox,  Kentucky 

CG,  3d  Brigade  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Sep)  Viotnam 

CG,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  Vietnam 

Director  Army  Aviation,  DACSFOR 

DSA,  II  Corps,  MACV 

CO,  12th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  Vietnam 

Direttor,  Doctrine  Directorate,  USACDC,  Fort  Belvoir,  Virginia 

CO,  USACDC,  Armor  Agency,  Fort  Knox,  Kentucky 

Chief  Armor  Branch,  OPO,  Department  of  the  Army 

Col  Gilbert  R.  Heed,  H3  USACDC,  Fort  Bclvoir,  Virginia 

Col  Robert  H.  Nevins  Jr.,  9th  ROK  Div.  Vietnam 

Col  William  R.  Gearan,  DACSFOR 

LTC  Jack  W.  Anderson,  DCSOPS 

LTC  Ronald  T.  Walker,  Q\CSFOR 

LTC  Robert  F.  Mollinelli 

Maj.  Ronald  G.  Maxson,  US  Army  Armor  School,  Fort  Knox,  Kentucky 
LTD  Billy  Williams,  3d  Squadron,  l?th  Cavalry,  Vietnam 
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AVBAWI  6  May  197^ 

SUBJECT:  QR-LL  7th  Squadron,  1st  Air  Cavalry,  Perloci  Ending 

30  April  1971  (U) 


2.  (C)  lessons  Learned:  Commanders  Observations,  Evaluations  and 
R  e  comrnend&ti  ori3  * 

a.  Personnel:  None 

b.  Intelligence:  None 

Co  Operations: 

(1)  Non-Air  Cavalry  Missions 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  Troops  of  the  7/1  Air  Cavalry  Squadron 
are  continuing  to  receive  and  conduct  E.on-Air  Cavalry  missions,  l.s.,  move¬ 
ment  of  large  units  from  point  A  to  point  B,  single  ship  resupply  missions 
into  relatively  unsecured  landing  zones,  etc. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Although  der,x>nstrating  the  versatility  of 
the  air  cavalry  concept,  the  use  limitationsflmposed  on  flying  asssts  should 
necessitate  hotter  utilization  of  tho  air  cavalry  package  to  coincide  more 
closely  with  its  stated  mission.  An  air  cavalry  troop  should  be  utilized  on 
operations  where  a  number  of  troops  must  be  inserted  but  not  Just  for  the 
actual  movement  of  a  large  number  of  troops.  As  soon  as  langling  zones  ars 
cleared  for  insertions,  the  air  cavalry  troop  should  perform  screoning, 
blocking,  and/or  reconnaissance  type  missions.  Not  only  doss  this  concept 
permit  the  air  sssot3  to  be  used  in  the  most  efficient  manner,  but  it 
onables  a  smaller  ground  force  to  accomplish  their  mission  mors  quickly 

and  effectively. 


(c)  RECOMhENDATJON:  Using  units  3tvnild  review  and  screen 
mission  requirements,  and  place  more  emphasis  on  placing  tho  correct  typs 
mission  with  the  most  applicable  air  assots,  i.e,,  air  cavalry  package, 

VNAT  package,  or  assault  helicopter  company. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  As  a  rosult  of  ths  air  cavalry  troops 
bitLng  utilized  in  vnrious  roles,  air  mission  commanders  were  instructed  to 
thoroughly  brief  the  ground  unit  on  tho  troop's  capabilities.  Additionally, 
all  aviators  were  given  instruction  as  to  the  many  roles  the  troop  could 

be  expected  to  fill. 

(2)  Aviator  Complacency 
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AVBAWY  6  May  1971 

SUBJECT:  OR-LL  (Cont) 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  On  2  December  1970,  the  pilot  of  a  UH-IH 
helicopter  was  wounded,  and  later  died,  as  a  result  of  enemy  fire*  The  entire 
incident  happened  after  mission  completion  and  the  package  had  been  released 
to  return  to  Vinh  Long * 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Although  the  death  of  one  pilot  itself 
cannot  usually  be  the  basis  for  a  lesson  learned,  the  facts  surrounding  this 
incident  were  of  some  value  to  this  unit*  After  departing  Thoi  Binh,  RVN, 
the  flight  of  three  UH-IH  aircraft  was  climbing  to  enroute  altitude,  and  was 
paralleling  a  canal  line  that  had  always  been  used  as  a  visual  enroute 
navigational  aid.  Passing  through  800  feet,  the  flight  entered  a  preplanned 
enemy  helicopter  trap  that  wounded  the  Aircraft  Commander  of  the  first  air¬ 
craft,  and  put  numerous  bullet  holes  into  two  aircraft  of  the  flight.  Other 
pertinent  facts  of  value :(1)  the  AH- 1C  gunships  and  0H-6A  scouts  had  already 
departed  over  the  same  area  and  had  not  received  fire.  (2)  practically  all 
pilots  had  removed  and  were  not  wearing  their  chest  protectors.  This  fact 
alone  has  no  bearing  because  the  wound  was  sustained  in  the  head,  except  that 
it  could  possibly  have  been  a  saving  factor  at  another  time.  Since  neither 
Cobras  nor  L0H*s  received  fire,  it  can  be  assumed  that  the  UH-IH* s  would  not 
have  been  fired  upon  if  they  had  been  accompanied  by  gunships.  Also,  if  the 
flight  had  been  at  a  higher  altitude,  they  probably  would  not  have  drawn  the 
enemy  fire  which  consisted  of  only  small  arms. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATIONS:  (l)  Since  this  action  was  caused 
mostly  by  aviator  complacency,  wide  dissemination  of  this  incident  could 
prove  of  value  to  other  aviators  flying  in  combat  operations.  (2)  When 
released  from  a  mission,  AH-lCfs,  CH-6A»s,  and  the  UH-lH's  should  return 

in  the  same  flight  if  at  all  possible.  If  not,  pilots  are  to  gain  altitude 
over  secure  areas  to  minimize  exposure  to  hostile  fire  at  low  altitudes. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  All  aircraft  flights  have  been  instruct¬ 
ed  to  fly  to  and  from  the  AO  at  1500  feet  ACL*  Chest  protectors  are  mandatory 
for  all  crew  members  during  any  flights  away  from  the  base  airfield.  Chest 
protectors  will  be  worn  when  flying  from  the  A0  back  to  base  camp  after  being 
released  from  a  mission.  Whenever  possible,  the  entire  flight  or  package  will 
fly  together  for  mutual  protection. 

(3)  Utilization  of  Aero-Scouts 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  Aero  Scouts  are  often  misutilized  as 
an  offensive  weapon.  The  Job  of  the  scouts  is  to  find  and  fix  the  enemy  and 
depart  the  area  promptly  snd  let  the  Cobras  and  troop  insertions  take  over. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  There  is  no  reason  for  the  Aero  Scouts  to 
re-enter  an  area  where  they  have  recently  received  intense  fire.  Too  many 
LOH's  have  been  shot  down  by  entering  the  hot  area  again*  The  Air  Mission 
Commander  should  closely  monitor  the  feasibility  of  letting  the  LOH  team  go 
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back  into  a  known  hot  area,  even  after  Cobra  strikes  are  put  Into  the  area. 

The  scout  can  recon-by-f ire  but  that  Is  not  to  be  misinterpreted  as  staying 
on  station  and  fighting  It  out  with  the  enemy.  The  LOH  pilot  sometimes  gets 
complacent  and  develops  the  attitude  that  he  cannot  be  shot  down  which  is  far 
from  being  correct. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  All  Air  Mission  Commanders  and  all  Aero- 
Scout  pilots  should  at  all  times  be  made  aware  of  the  Inherent  danger  of  re¬ 
entering  a  known  hostile  area  with  a  tean  of  0H-6ATs. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  This  Squadron  continues  to  encourage 
the  LOH  pilots  not  tore-enter  a  known  hostile  area  for  the  second  or  third 
time,  through  safety  meetings ,  Instructions  In  each  troops  SOP,  and  debrief¬ 
ings  which  are  held  by  the  AMC  after  each  days  flight. 

(4)  Operations  in  a  mid-intensity  environment  concerning  flight 

altitudes. 


(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  concept  of  using  AH-1G*  s,  circling 
at  1200-1500  feet  above  the  ground  covering  the  0H-6A  scout  aircraft  low- 
level,  was  found  to  incur  a  large  number  of  aircraft  hits  in  the  Cobras 
during  Operation  Lamson  719. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  In  a  mid-intensity  environment  with  12 . 7hW, 
23MM9  37  MM9  and  57MM  anti-aircraft  weapons,  circling  over  the  same  general 
terrain  at  1200-1500  feet  AGL  is  not  practical.  The  number  of  12.7MM 
encountered  in  Laos  made  it  wise  to  try  different  altitudes  and  fly  Irregular 
patterns.  B  Troop  aircraft  tried  altitudes  from  1500  feet  to  8500  feet  AGL, 
with  the  least  amount  of  hits  taken  between  3500  feet  and  5500  feet.  Altitudes 
above  5500  feet  drew  fire  from  larger  caliber  weapons,  such  as  23MM  or  37MM 
weapons. 


(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  Aircraft  operating  in  an  environment 
with  a  large  number  of  12.7MM,  23MM,  and  37MM  weapons  should  operate  between 
3500  and  5500  feet. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  This  information  was  disseminated 
through  command  channels  to  the  223rd  Aviation  Battalion  and  2nd  Squadron, 
17th  Armored  Cavalry  and  to  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  via  commander's  confer¬ 
ences. 


(5)  Reporting  procedures  while  attached  to  one  unit  and  under 
operational  control  of  another. 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  It  was  noted  while  attached  to  the  223rd 
Aviation  Battalion  and  under  the  operational  control  of  the  lftlat  Airborne 
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Division  during  Lamson  719,  that  a  double  reporting  system  was  in  effect.  B 
Troop  had  to  make  the  same  operational  reports  to  both  units*  Most  of  the 
reports  wanted  the  same  information  while  a  few  differed  in  format  and  asked 
for  different  information* 

(b)  .  EVALUATION;  Under  thie  system,  the  unit  involved  was 
required  to  make  a  greater  nunbor  of  reports  and  it  was  later  discovered 
that  information  from  eone  reports  was  being  counted  twice  in  some  Instances 
due  to  the  double  reporting  syetem* 

(c)  RECOlWENPATIClft  In  such  circumstances,  instructions 
from  the  controlling  heedquartere  should  clarify  and  monitor  reporting 
channels  and  in  moet  instances  designate  a  single  channel  for  reporting. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  The  problem  was  made  known  to  the 
223rd  Aviation  Battalion  Headquarters  through  comnander  conferences. 

(6)  Informing  Subordinate  Units 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  Unite  experienced  conflicts  between  patrols 
oporatlng  in  the  same  area* 

(b)  EVALUATION:  within  the  period  covered  by  this  report 
numerous  incidents  in  which  patrols  have  been  endangered  by  other  friendly 
unite  combat  patrol  actions  in  the  same  area*  These  included  ambushes  being 
illuninatsd  by  helicopters  and  being  fired  upon  by  the  perimeter,  RP  and  US 
patrols  running  across  each  other's  path,  and  convoys  being  delayed  or 
aborted  due  to  poor  road  conditions  or  impassable  obstacles*  All  units  should 
be  required  to  report  any  operations  in  which  they  areinvolved  in  their  TOC 
for  further  dissemination  toother  units. 

(c)  MCOMMOIDATION:  The  TX»e  at  all  levels  distribute 
Information  on  friendly  operations  within  their  areas  of  operations,  giving 
special  oephasis  to  any  possible  conflicting  missions* 

(7)  Use  of  Grappling  Hooks  on  Dismounted  Patrols* 

(a)  OBSERVATION  The  use  of  a  length  of  rope  and  grapniinc 
hook  can  beavaluable  asset  in  heavily  booby  trapped  areas* 

(b)  EVALUATION:  During  this  reporting  period  training 
missions  were  conducted  with  RP’s  in  areae  that  were  in  plscos  heavily 
booby  trapped.  The  density  of  booby  traps  was  so  groat  et  times  that  the 
areas  could  not  bo  reconned  effectively.  It  is  not  desireablo  to  bypass 
those  areas  because  they  mty  contain  enemy  oaohos  or  other  materials  needed 
by  the  envy.  Often  it  is  impractical  to  carry  enough  demolitions  equipment 
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to  blow  the  booby  traps  in  place.  Thus,  a  practical  and  feasible  alternative 
is  to  use  a  grappling  hook  to  detonate  booby  traps.  This  method^  when  used 
properly,  is  rapid,  safe,  and  when  used  in  conjunction  with  normal  visual 
caution  is  quits  effective. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  a  grappling  hook  be  included  in 
the  basic  gsar  for  dismounted  patrols. 

(8)  Respect  Toward  Vietnamese  Personnel 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  conduct  of  US  military  personnel  on 
and  off  duty  is  a  major  consideration  in  relations  wiiht  he  Vietnamese  people* 

(b)  EVALUATION :  During  tliis  reporting  period  there  have 
been  operations  such  as  convoys  and  patrols  during  which  some  persinnel 
showed  little  or  no  respect  to  Vietnamese  soldiers  and  civilians*  The 
Vietnamese  are  very  observant  and  arc  greatly  influenced  by  manners,  respect, 
end  profession-''!  behavior.  Unfavorable  conflicts  between  Ife  and  Vietnamese 
personnel  serve  no  useful  purpose  And  can  only  hem  the  cause  of  the  Amerionn 
government  and  slow  down  the  Vietna.rd2a.ti0n  program* 

(c)  RECOUhEtJDATIOV:  That  coimvmders  at  all  levels  enphaslse 
the  importance  end  nscessity  of  treating  the  Vietnamese  people,  both  civilian 
and  military  with  dignity  and  respect.  Any  unnecessary  occurrences  of  abuse 

to  Vietnamese  personnel  ho  reported  and  corrective  measures  taken* 

(9)  Rearming  and  Pulling  ffcintenane  on  AH-2G  in  the  AO. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  turn  ^ round  time  for  AH-lO’e  between 
rearming  and  take  off  has  on  occasion  boen  unacceptably  too  long.  Mainten¬ 
ance  problems  uere  often  encountered  which  could  not  be  repaired  in  the 
field. 


(b)  EVALUATION:  Ths  AH-lfi's  when  completely  expended 
required  additional  assistance:  to  rearm,  especially  when  the  turrent  stores 
had  been  expended.  Sinco  the  AII-1Q  doos  not  carry  a  crew  chief,  minor 
maintenance  problems  that  develop  in  either  tho  aircraft  itself  or  in  the 
complex  rearming  system  often  delay  tho  mission* 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  a  crew  chief  end  armorer  for  the 
AH"1G  be  taken  to  the  stage  field  to  precludo  these  problems* 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  An  AH-Ifl  crew  cliiof  and  armorer  will 
jo  to  the  staging  area  with  one  of  the  lift  ships  on  each  mission* 
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f.  Logistics:  None 

g.  Communications:  None 

h.  Material 

(1)  2.75"  FFAR 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  A  2.75"  FSM.  with  a  flochette  warhead  lost 
the  warhead  while  in  flight.  Prior  to  the  impact  the  warhead  detonated  at 
300  feet. 


(b)  EVALUATION:  The  flechette  warhead  is  designed  to 
detonate  when  the  rocket  motor  has  expended,  Even  so  the  warhead  did  detonate 
prior  to  impact  without  a  rocket  motor  attached. 

(c)  RECOJWNDATION:  That  proper  torque  be  applied  to  the 

warhead  and  that  overflight  of  populated  areas  be  avoided  when  feasible  in 
accordance  with  the  mission  .  ■> 

(d)  COWARD  ACTION:  The  torque  will  be  checked  on  si 1 
warheads  of  flechotte  rockets  prior  to  rearming.  All  AH-lG's  will  avoid 
overflight  of  populated  areas, 

i.  Other:  None 
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SUBJECT*  Operational  Keport  -  Lessons  Learned,  7th  Squadron,  1st  Air  Cavalry, 
Period  aiding  30  April  1971,  RGS  CSPOIU65  (R3)  (U) 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  164th  Combat  Aviation  Group  ,  APO  96215  29  May  1971 

TO l  Comnandlng  General,  1st  Aviation  brigade,  ATEJi  AVbAGC,  APO  96364 

1#  (6)  The  attachau  7th  Squadron,  let  Air  Cavalry  ORLL  for  the  period  ending 

30  April  1971  haa  baan  reviewed  by  this  headquarters. 

2.  (C)  Iha  following  comnanta  are  maaa  on  tha  reportl 

a«  Paragraph  2a i  Tha  164th  CAG  is  able  to  maintain  combat  operations  with 
the  praeent  reduced  level  of  personnel ,  however,  oontinued  oritical  shortages 
in  hard  eklll  maintenance  personnel  will  affect  miaelon  capability  if  continued 
over  an  extended  period. 

b.  Paragraph  2ct  DRAG,  in  conjunction  with  the  164th  GAG,  le  conducting 
monthly  alrmobillty  eamlnars  in  each  of  tha  Division  level  headquarters  in  MR  4* 
Pertlcipants  include  the  ARVL  commanders  and  ataff,  b.S.  Advisors,  and  aviation 
personnel  from  this  Group.  Tha  diecuaalon  of  problem  areas  during  these  seminar e 
haa  and  will  continue  to  improve  airmobile  operation  in  HR  IV. 

FOR  TEL  CGMMAiiDEKl 
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AVBAGC  (6  May  71 )  2nd  Ind  (h) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned;  Headquarters,  7th 
Squadron,  1st  Air  Cavalry,  Period  Ending  30  April  1971, 

RCS  CSFOR-65  (P-3)  (U) 


DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  963 84 


5  JUN  (971 


TO:  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHOS-DST 
APO  96375 


(U)  This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report  -  Lessons 
Learned,  Period  Ending  30  April  1971,  and  concurs. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


E.L.  BARNARD 
CPT ,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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CPOP-FD  (6  May  71)  4th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Leasona  Learned  for  the  7th  Squadron,  iat  Air 
Cavalry,  period  ending  30  April  1971  and  Troop  D,  3d  Squadron,  5th 
Armored  Cavalry  for  the  period  1  November  1970  to  1  February  1971, 
deaignated  Troop  C,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  for  the  period 
1  February  1971  to  l  May  1971,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R3) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  AFO  San  Franciaco  96558  2  2  JUL 

TO:  Aaaiatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 


Thia  headquarters  concurs  In  subject  report  as  indorsed. 
FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 

CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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